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the most outdated, costly, and insecure 
technology systems across the Federal 
Government. Mr. HURD was involved 
deeply in that effort. The result was 
the Modernizing Government Tech-
nology Act, which the House passed 
overwhelmingly with the help of Chair-
man CHAFFETZ and Majority Leader 
MCCARTHY. 

Last month, Majority Leader MCCAR-
THY and I expressed our bipartisan sup-
port for one of President Obama’s most 
successful efforts at bringing Silicon 
Valley talent into the Federal work-
force: the U.S. Digital Service and 
GSA’s 18F program. In fact, I visited 
the 18F program in San Francisco and 
was extraordinarily impressed with the 
individuals who peopled that project 
and were giving of their time. I guess 
we were paying them a little bit, but, 
relatively speaking, they were giving 
their time. 

Today’s bill, the TALENT Act, would 
make permanent the precursor to both 
these programs: the Presidential Inno-
vation Fellows. This program has a 
proven track record of bringing top tal-
ent from the innovation economy into 
the Federal workforce where it is sore-
ly needed. 

I hope the next administration will 
continue all of these innovative pro-
grams, which have begun to change the 
culture within our government. 

I also hope that the talented individ-
uals—many of whom, as I referenced, 
left high-paying jobs in the private sec-
tor—will stay on through the transi-
tion and continue to serve their coun-
try by improving government tech-
nology. 

President Obama made real progress 
in this area, including with the launch 
of his Open Data Directive, his We the 
People petition platform, and his Cyber 
National Action Plan. More could have 
been achieved if Congress had agreed to 
his request to invest more in these 
areas. We have seen a dramatic exam-
ple of why cybersecurity investment is 
so critically important for our country, 
not for Democrats, not for Repub-
licans, but for all Americans. This is an 
effort toward that end. 

I hope we can work together in this 
new Congress to unleash the trans-
formative power of modern technology 
within government and help renew 
America’s faith in our government. 
That is critical if we are to be success-
ful as a Nation. I am sure it hopefully 
is what all of us want to do on a bipar-
tisan basis. 

I thank Representative DESAULNIER 
for his efforts, and I thank Representa-
tive HURD for his leadership on this ef-
fort. 

I am pleased to join with my counter-
part, Majority Leader MCCARTHY, in 
strong support of this legislation. 
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Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I would like 

to make the gentleman from California 
aware that I have no further speakers 
and I am prepared to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
just briefly congratulate everyone who 
has been involved. As somebody who 
represents the bay area and struggles 
with the innovation in the private sec-
tor there to integrate it into the public 
sector at all levels of government, I 
really admire the work by Mr. HURD, 
the comments and the contributions by 
the administration, and Mr. MCCARTHY 
and Mr. HOYER. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers on our side. I congratulate Mr. 
HURD. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take the opportunity to thank for 
their years of service on such an impor-
tant issue Mr. DESAULNIER and Leader 
HOYER and Leader MCCARTHY. 

I would like to urge the adoption of 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HURD) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 39. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

NORTH KOREA MISCHIEF 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, North Korea declared that it can 
launch an intercontinental ballistic 
missile at any time that it wishes. 

Even our own Deputy Secretary of 
State recently warned that Little 
Kim’s weapon capabilities have shown 
qualitative improvement within the 
past year resulting in ‘‘unprecedented 
level of activity.’’ 

Why is that? 
Well, because this administration has 

done little to stop Little Kim. Instead, 
the administration has naively pursued 
a strategy it calls ‘‘strategic patience.’’ 

Strategic patience is a fancy phrase 
for ignoring the obvious. There was a 
time when we kept North Korea on the 
State Sponsors of Terrorism List. They 
came off the list because they have 
made promises that they have clearly 
broken. 

Mischievous Little Kim’s threats 
continue to grow bolder and bolder, 
with no repercussions. We cannot af-
ford to risk the security of our citizens 
for the sake of diplomatic strategy 
that has proven to be a failure. 

This week I will reintroduce legisla-
tion to put North Korea back on the 
State Sponsors of Terrorism List be-

cause Little Kim is a terror to world 
peace. 

And that is just the way it is. 

f 

GIVING THANKS 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to give thanks. I give thanks to 
the people of California’s 44th District 
for giving me the honor and the privi-
lege to serve them. 

My district is rich with immigrants. 
My own mom, who turned 76 today, is 
an immigrant from Mexico who came 
here with a third grade education so 
her kids could have a shot at the Amer-
ican Dream. 

In my district, only 10 percent of stu-
dents go on to college. I am grateful to 
be one of those 10 percenters who beat 
the odds and got a piece of the Amer-
ican Dream. 

But those numbers are unacceptable. 
I pledge to fight for them to make sure 
everyone, regardless of income, immi-
gration status, or race has a shot at 
the American Dream. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FERGUSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is al-
ways an honor to be here and, espe-
cially, to look out and see some people 
for whom I have eminent respect in 
this body. That is a nice thing, being in 
a body where I actually have respect 
for the people in the body, a good 
thing. 

We know that elections, as President 
Obama told us quite succinctly 8 years 
ago, have consequences. Elections do 
have consequences, and we have a new 
team coming to town. One of the 
things that has concerned me greatly, 
and I know it has concerned many in 
this body, is that we as a Nation have 
had the ability to give protection basi-
cally to this idea of freedom that our 
Founders had, cultivated, and gave 
their lives to create. 

As I have mentioned from this po-
dium previously, as I was told by some 
west African Christians in Togo, they 
said: 

We were so excited when you elected your 
first Black President, but since your Presi-
dent has been there, we have seen America 
get weaker and weaker. We all are Christians 
and we know where we are going when we 
die, but we also know our only chance for 
peace in this world is if America is strong. 
So please go back to Washington and please 
tell the other Members of Congress to stop 
getting weaker. We suffer when you get 
weaker. 

I seen this article from Melissa 
Mullins after a study was done. It said, 
‘‘Christians Most Persecuted Religious 
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